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SWAN AND CANNING RIVERS — WATER QUALITY 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [2.06 pm]: I take this opportunity to update 
the house on this government’s commitment to improving water quality in our Swan and Canning Rivers. The 
Swan and Canning Rivers are the centrepiece of Perth’s beautiful landscape, and the ecological, social and 
cultural values of the rivers are significant to all Western Australians. However, as members would be aware, 
excess nutrients from the surrounding catchments are exerting significant pressure on the health of our rivers and 
their tributaries, fuelling algal blooms that can cause fish deaths and the loss of amenity. 
On 12 September I announced that the government will invest a further $1.5 million over three years for a string 
of new projects to help reduce nutrient loads entering the Swan and Canning Rivers from contributing coastal 
catchments. These projects, under the Swan–Canning water quality improvement plan, range from re-
engineering stormwater drains and improving fertiliser management to revegetating foreshores to help filter and 
trap nutrients. Nearly $600 000 will be spent on projects in the priority catchments of Ellen Brook, Bayswater 
Brook and Southern River, which are some of the biggest contributors of nutrients entering the Swan and 
Canning Rivers. Ellen Brook alone contributes over 70 tonnes of nitrogen and 10 tonnes of phosphorus a year to 
the rivers, more than any other Swan–Canning coastal catchment. Two hundred and forty thousand dollars will 
be used to evaluate urban stormwater management systems, such as vegetated swales and bio-filters in a range of 
different soil types and conditions to identify better management techniques to reduce nutrient loads from urban 
areas. 
Sophisticated modelling used to develop the Swan–Canning water quality improvement plan identified the 
importance of reducing nutrients from urban areas, such as golf courses, school ovals, public open space and 
residential properties. For this reason $220 000 will be invested to increase fertiliser efficiency in and around 
these areas by providing targeted education programs on the appropriate landscape design, fertiliser type and 
application rates and leaf and soil sample analysis. This $1.5 million funding adds to the $3.3 million that has 
been invested since 2009 in the Swan–Canning water quality improvement plan for projects that include 
constructing a nutrient-stripping wetland at Welshpool, re-engineering urban drains into living streams, applying 
nutrient-stripping clay to the Canning River and installing 10 kilometres of fencing and 50 000 plants along 
priority sections of Ellen Brook. These projects complement work that is already occurring to ensure the health 
of the Swan and Canning Rivers is maintained into the future. The construction of nutrient-stripping wetlands at 
the end of the Ellen Brook and Bayswater catchments and the government’s $2.4 million investment to 
substantially upgrade two existing oxygenation plants on the Canning River and build an additional oxygenation 
system over the next two years are examples of this. 

I look forward to updating the house on the progress of these important projects in the future. 
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